WHO IS THE CARLETON PLACE BIA?  WHAT DOES THE BIA AND DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS DO FOR THE COMMUNITY? The Carleton Place BIA promotes the downtown area as a business, dining and shopping destination using activities such as special events, advertising, and beautification programs. Our aim is to keep the BIA area foremost in the public’s mind as an attractive, pleasant place to shop, to be entertained, and to work and live. 
The Carleton Place BIA is the sponsor or a co-sponsor of many downtown events including:  

· The community Pitch-In Program that cleans up the entire community in the spring.  
· The downtown floral beautification program, as well as a storefront façade improvement program.
· The BIA sponsors colouring contests and displays the artwork in storefronts so that young children can feel a part of our downtown community.
· The BIA supports and encourages retail recruitment.
· The BIA is the sponsor of the Bridge Street Bazaar, the Maskeraid Halloween Parade and the popular evening Santa Claus Parade.
· The BIA is a co-sponsor with Arts Carleton Place of Sounds of Downtown in September and the Catch-A-Star Christmas Promotion in November
· The BIA is responsible for the implementation of many one time events and promotions such as Harry Potter Midnight Madness and Cinco de Mayo to help showcase downtown Carleton Place.
Your community BIA supports the entire community with events that attract people both inside and outside of our community.  If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter by e-mail, please provide your contact details to cmcormond@carletonplace.ca and then you too will become informed about what the BIA is offering your community every month.  If you would like to share an idea, have a great volunteer experience or be a participant in any downtown event, contact Cathie McOrmond at the BIA office at 613-257-8049, or e-mail her at the above address. You can also check out the BIA web site at www.downtowncarletonplace.ca.

